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The Convention on the Prevention and 
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (the 

United Nations’ Definition of Genocide)  
 
  

General Assembly Resolution 260A (III) Article 2 
 

In the present Convention, genocide means any of the 
following acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole 
or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious group, as 
such: 

(a) Killing members of the group; 

(b) Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the 
group; 

(c) Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life 
calculated to bring about its physical destruction in whole or 
in part; 

(d) Imposing measures intended to prevent births within the 
group; 

(e) Forcibly transferring children of the group to another group 
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Ottoman Empire 

C. 1914 
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“Our strength consists in our speed and in our brutality.  
Genghis Khan led millions of women and children to 
slaughter - with premeditation and a happy heart. History 
sees in him solely the founder of a state.  It’s a matter of 
indifference to me what a weak western European 
civilization will say about me. 
I have issued the command - and I’ll have anybody who 
utters but one word of criticism executed by a firing squad 
- that our war aim does not consist in reaching certain 
lines, but in the physical destruction of the enemy.  
Accordingly I have placed my death-head formations in 
readiness - for the present only in the East - with orders to 
them to send to death mercilessly and without 
compassion, men, women, and children of Polish 
derivation and language.  Only thus shall we gain the 
living space (Lebensraum) which we need.  Who, after 
all, speaks today of the annihilation of the 
Armenians?” 

Adolf Hitler August 22, 1939 

 

Quoted from a speech delivered by Hitler to the Supreme 
Commanders and Commanding Generals, as the Nazis 
marched into Poland in 1939. 
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