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ARMENIAN HORRORS
SEEN BY GERMANS

Documents in Possession of the
French Government Give
Details of Atrocities.

TURKS BLAME IT ON BERLIN

German Nurses, Nuns, and Consuls
Testify to the Sufferings of
Thousands of Victims

The French Government has come into posssson of ¢
number of documents, in every indance written by a German or a
Turk, in which the writers among them German Conauls in
Turkey, German soldiers, teachers ssters of charity, and dvilians,
resdent, or until within a year resdent, in Turkey tdl of the
atrodties committed againg the non-Turkish population of the
Turkish Empire. Copies of these documents have been received by
the Ameican Committee for Armenian and Syrian Rdidf, and
condtitute, it is sated by the committee, the first accounts of the
atrodties committed in Turkey which have been recaved n the
United Statesfrom German sources.

The " absolute dependability of the documents and the stories
they tdl, the American Committee gates have been vouched for. In
all ingances but one the names of the authors of the documents are
withhdd for " ressons of obvious prudence” The names however,
are known to the committee and are to be found in the French
Government archivesin Paris

Here fdlow trandations of some of these documents which
were made public by the American Committee for Armenian and
Syrian Rdief, 1 Madison Avenue, yesterday:

"Dr. Martin Niepage, thestatement reads, “whoisa professor
in aGerman high schodl in Turkey, istheauthor of thedocument
whosenamemay be published. Hisletter isin the possesson of the
French Government.

Hesays

"'The cultured Modems are under the impresson that
although the German people disapprove of this outrage the German
Government will nat interfere on acoount of congderation for ther
Turkish confederates.

M ohammedans Moved to Tears.

"'Cultured, sympathetic Mohammedans Turks as wdl as
Arabs shake thar heads disapprovingly, yes, they do not even
try to hide ther tears when they see these poor deported
people traveing through a dty, bang beaten by the soldiers.
They cannot bdieve that ther Government countenances
these outrages and try to blame the German Government for
the atrodties which we know Turkish <odies have
performed. Even the Mullahs in ther mosques say that nat the
Turkish but the German Government ordered these abuses
and annihilation.

" "The things which one has witnessad here for months will
remain a blat on the scutcheon of Germany in the memory of
theOrientals.

" 'We know that the Embassy in Congtantinople, through the
Conaulate has heard of all thee things but since the
deportation rules have not been altered, we consdientioudy
bdievethat it isour duty toissuethisreport.

"'At the time of writing this report Consul Genera
Hoffmann succeaded the former representative to Aleppo.
Conaul Hoffmann tdd me that the German Embassy was
time and again advised by the Consulates in Alexandretta,
Aleppo, and Mosaul of the things which were occurring.
Conaul Hoffmann took pictures of the people who were
oppadte the sthodl and was interesed in what | had to tdl
him of conditionsthere

" '"'The German Consul at Mosaul told in my presenceiin the
Geaman Club at Aleopo, that on the way from Mosaul tc
Aleppo he had in many places seen such quantities of chopped
off hands of little children that the drests might have bean
paved with them. At the German Hospital in Urfa there isa
littlegirl whosetwo handshavebeen chopped off.

" 'We refuse to admit that German Consuls organized
the massacres The bdief of the Turkish people that we
organized them will not be refuted unless German officers
and diplomats work energetically to disprove what is now
beieved.

Othersof the accountsreport sentimentssmilar to these
One Turkish soldier is quoted as reflecting the fedings of his
fdlows " This time Germany has given these unbdieving pigs
a lesson they wont forget. The same writer reportsthat after
thirty-four Armenians among them 12-year-od boys had
bemn shat in Marash, crowds paraded to the German Hospital,
crying, " Threechearsfor Germany.”

"A Gaman-geaking Turkish Major," says the same
writer, "complained, 'The Genegd of the gaff is a Gaman,
and 0 many Germans are in our army! Our Koran does nat
allow such treatment asthe Armeniansarenow recaving.™
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What German Nurses Saw.

German nurssswrite *Refugees were driven past our house
The procession was a huge mass, but with only two or three men;
the remainder were women and children. Many cried like mad
women. They screamed, Save us save ud We are willing to
become Modems or Germans or whatever you want us to
become, only save ud We areto be taken to Kemagh-Boghosy to
bebeheaded!

Extracts from a German Conaular report of July 11, 1915,
tdl of the beginning of the deportation from Charput (Harput) of
the Armenians

"On the 11th," says the report, a prodamation was issued
that all Armenianswithout exception weretoleavethedity.

"During the firg days of July one saw in Erzeum and
Erzingan the firg <hift arriving, ragged, dirty, garved, ill. They
had bean on the way two months almos without nourishment,
without water. They were given hay to eat like the animals they
were 0 hungry that they threw themsdves at it like animals, but
they were forced back with sticks and several were killed in this
way. Mathers offered thar children to any who would acoept
them. The Turks sent physdans to the young girls to question
them in regard to their health and to pick out the prettiest for thar
harems After the sntence of these unfortunates mogt of the
remainder were killed by Kurds many died of hunger and ex
haudion.

"Two days later the arrival of a new shift. Among these
were three dgers, who spoke English and belonged to one of the
wedlthies families in Erzerum. Of 25 of the family, 11 had bean
killed en route The husband of one of them and he dd
grandmather had bemn killed by the Kurds before her eyes A
boy of 8 years was the ddes 'man’ among them. When they left
Erzerum they took horses money, and baggage with them.
Everything had been taken from them on the way, even ther
clothes-one of them was entirdy naked the other two had a shirt.
In one of the villages the gendarme had given them some dathing
of theinhabitants

"The daughter of the Protetant miniger of Erzerum was
there her entire family had bemn killed by Kurds firg the men
and then the women and children. Eveaything was wdl
organized, asat all previousmassacres

“In Harput the deportation darted by taking the men into
cugody. There were several thousand of them. They were at firg
taken into the nearby mountains Among them were the
Armenian Prdate, professors of the Armenian college and the
highes offidals of the dty, ds all Armenian Sldiers and those
who were in srvice but were exempt from duty. They were told
that all that wereled to themountainswould bekilled.

Shat in Groupsof Fourtean.

"In the morning of the fifth of July some more were taken, and
at 6 o'dock they wereto be found in the deserts. Therethey were
bound together in groups of fourteen-this was the limit that the
ropecould hold and then they wereshat. In aneighboring village

some of them were taken into a mosque and empty houses and
then locked in; there they were compdled to remain for three
days without nourishment and without water, then they were
driven into a nearby valley, sood up againg a rock and shat;
some were killed with bayonets and knives. No crime was
charged againg any of them; there was not evena pretenseof a
charge

" On the tenth of July there was a new massacre of severa
hundred in a dty two hours digant. The same things were
happening all around; 300werekilled in Etschmeand | habar .

"Later the Government permitted the families whose men
were gone to remain in the city. All men were compdled to go.
The propogtion of the Americans-that the children whose
parents were dead be put in an orphanage-was immediatdy
rgected, with the answver that the Government would take care
o them."

_ The letters of two German nuns who were nurses in
Erzingan say in part:

"The personnd of the Red Cross were forbidden all
asodation with the Armenians, and all further walks and rides
were forbidden for the reason that 'a shat might take thewrong
direction.’

"The Armenians had a few days in which to sl thar
bdongings which, of course brought ridiculoudy low prices
On the 11th of June the firg transgport darted; we heard they
were people in comfortable drcumdances who were in a
pastion to rent wagons They are supposad to have arrived at
Harput; at least a tdegram to that effect was received. On the
three fdloning days further transports left. It was sad that
many children had bean taken in by the families of Modems
Later we were told that these, too, had been sent away. The
Armeniansin our hospital were also compeled to go, even to a
woman who was ill with typhus Even the plea of the physdan
who was attending her, (Dr. Neukirch) was of no avail, only
that shewasallowed toremain in the hospital two dayslonger.

" One of the soldierswith us who was acting as shoemaker
lamented mostly over his year-and-ahaf dd baby grl. "You
never saw such a pretty child,’ he said. 'It has eyes as large as
plates If | could but cram like a snake | would folow her!  He
cried like a baby. The next day the man came quietly and said:
‘Now | know it; they are all dead.' It was only too true Our
Turkish cook tdd us through her tears how the Turks in
Kemagh Boghasy attacked the defencdess mass, plundered
them, and killed many.

" Two young Armenian teacherswho had been educated in
the college at Harput, and who were among the refugess, told
how they had been taken under crosffire by Kurds and under
the hdfregular troops of a catan Taaat. They threw
themsdves on the floor and fagned death and afterward they
were able by taking a roundabout way to reach Erzingan. They
gave money to al the Kurds they passed. One teacher was
accompanied by her betrothed, who was disguised in woman's
attire When they reached thedty a gendarmewanted totake

From The Armenian Genocide, News Accounts from the American Press; 1915-1922, 2
By Richard Diran Kloian, 2005




€he New Pork Cimes

Nov 12,1916

(1,18:1,1)

the girl as his wife. When her fiance protested he was shot down.
Bath of the young girls become Mohammedans They bade us,
through a young physdan who was visting an Armenian patient in
our hogital, take them to Harput. One girl wrate If she had but
poison to takel Of the fate of the other she could say nothing—it was
too dreedful.

Too Horrified to Shoot.

" On the fdlowing day we heard the soldierstdl how they threw the
women on thar knees and threw the children into the Euphrates 'It
was awful', a young oldier said; 'l could nat shoot. | only made
bdieve' In fact we often heard the Turks express ther pity and
sympathy. The people said that wagons were ready to take the
corpsestotheriver.

"From that time there was a continual sream of refugess who
were al brought to the same place to be killed, as we were told by
many people Our Gresk coachman tald us that the condemned had
thar hands tied and were then thrown into the river from a high
rock.

"Sge X. and | discussad the problem of helping these people, and
came to the conduson that the bet way would be to folow an
expedition to Harput. We did not know at that time that the
persecution had keen ordered by the Government, and hoped to be
able to stop the abuses of the gendarmes and also the attacks of the
Kurds as we knew thar language and had some influence with

em'Referring toan unnamed German dffidal thenunssay:

"He did not bdieve that the atrodities had been ordered by
the Government, but allowed himsdf to be convinced by the lies of the
offidalsthat everythingwasin perfect peace

"On the same evening, while the German physdanswere at a
garden feag which a Turkish dffidal was giving in appredation of his
recovery, a gendarme met us and told us that ten minutes digant
from the place a train of refugees was halting. He told usin a horrified
way how the men had been killed, one after the other. 'Kess Kess,
gdiorlar!" (Kill them! Kill them! They are coming!) How the women
were abused wherever they arrived, how the little children had ther
skulls crushed when they cried or said they weretired. "'l had thres
corpses of women buried in order to do something good. In this
manner heconduded hisgruesometale.

“On the fallowing morning we heard how the refugess were being
driven pagt our house on ther way to Erzingan. We ran after them
and accompanied them to the dity, a distance of about one hour. Some
remained dlent and tramped adong patiently with ther few
bdongings on thar backs holding their children by the hand. Others
begged usto save thar children. Many Turks came and took children
and young girls without permisson of the parents. There was no time
for thought; they weresmply driven on and on.

“Theentranceto thedity, wheretheroad leadsto K emagh, looked
likeadavemarket. Weoursdvestook six boys, ther agesranging

from 3 to 14 years who dung to us and a little girl whom we
put in the care of our Turkish cook. She wanted to put her,
as an assgdant, into the house of — until such time as we
could take her, but one Riza Bey's deputies hit the woman
and threw the cnild down. With a pitiful wail the mas
continued on its sorronful way, and we returned to the
hospital with our charges N— gave us permission to keep
the children in our room until we had packed our bdongings
'Now we are saved!' they cried, when we had taken them,
and woud not let go of our hands The youngest one, the son
o a rich man in Baburt, a little fdlow whose face was
svdlen from caying, and who had been hiding in his
mother's coat, could not be consoled. Once he rushed to the
window, and panting & a gendarme, said: 'He killed my
father!

" The boys gave usthar money, 475 piagtres the amount
thar father had given them, in the hope that it would not be
sought for in this way. We rode to the dity in order to gt a
permit for the boys We were tad that the high court wasin
sesson to decide the fate of the refugess. Sister X— was able
to gpeak with an acquaintance who allowed us to take the
bays along, and who offered to give them different names for
the journey. Greetly pleased, we rode back, and in the
evening, with the bag and baggage and the boys, we went to a
hatdl in Erzingan.

Stole Money of Dead Boys.

“Weleft them there and went to the 'Muttessarif, whom
we had not asyet met. He looked like the living devil, and his
looks did not bdie his manner. With a voice of thunder he
sreamed at us 'Women should gay out of pdlitics and
repect the Government!" We tad him that we had acted
that way, and that this matter had nathing to do with pdlitics
He would nat ligen to us and forbade our going to Harput
for our beongings but he said he would send us to Svas
And, hardes of al, he would nat alow us to take the boys
but immediatdy digpatched a gendarme to take them out of
our room. We passed them on our return trip, but they were
taken away 0 quickly that we were not able to give them
back their money. We later asked Y. to attend to this matter,
but in order to get to them he had to ask a Turkish officer.
We later learned that they were dead, and soon after that
Riza Bey sent asoldier for the money, saying he wanted to
giveit totheboys

"On the way to Svas on the fird two days we saw
fifteen corpses lying on the road, among them a woman.
This body was dressd; the other bodies were nat, and on
onethehead wasmissing.
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"With us thee were two Turkish officers who were redly
Armenians as our gendarme tald us They warned us in regard to
thar incognito and remained very retiring. On the fourth day they
were nat with us and when we inquired about them we were told
that thelessweworried about them the better it would befor us

"We sopped at a Greek village There we saw a man with a
gun who was kesping watch. He sarted a conversation with us and
told us how the Government had given him this pogt in order tokill
all pasing Armenians. He had aready killed 250. 'They all deserved
degth: they were all anarchigs ndther Liberals nor Sodaligs' he
said. He told the gendarme that he had recdved tdephonic
ingructions to kill bath of the gentlemen who were travding with
us, and 0 they, as wdl as thar Armenian coachman, had evidently
ben killed. We could not kegp from spesking to this murderer; but
when he went away the Gresk coachman warned us nat to say a
ward, 'Or—' and he pretended to levd a gun. There had evidently
bemn a rumor spreading that we were Armenians and would mest
degth.

"We had spent the previous night in Endere, a day'sjourney
from Kara Hissar. As usua, an empty Armenian house was dgven
us for the night. On the wall there was an insription in Turkish:
'Our home is on the mountain top, we no longer nesd a room; we
have aready drunk the draught of desth; we no longer nexd a
judge' On the ground floor of this house there were ill some
women and children, who, the gendarme told us would be taken
away the next day. They did not know this themsdves and were
uneasy about their husbands but had nat given up hope After |
had fallen adegp | was suddenly awakened by the report of guns in
the immediate vidnity. The shats falowed one ancthe in rapid
successon, and | could plainly hear some one commanding. | knew
immediatdy what had happened, and was redly rdieved to know
that these poor peoplehad bean removed from all earthly sorrow.

Another Sorrowful Cortege.

“Several days before we had met a train of refugess who had
bidden farendl to thar homes and were now on the way tc
Kemagh Boghasy. We had to wait a long time to alow them to
pass. Never will we forget the sght. A few men, many women, fine
figures with drong festures and a few nice children, some of
them light haired and blue-eyed, who looked at one listlesdy. One
little girl smiled at us, but the others looked as serious as desth.
But nat a sound was heard. Quigly and in pefect order, many of
the children on ox-carts they passed by; some of them nodded at
us Maog of them are now ganding at the Throne of God, tdling
Him of ther sorrows One very dd woman was beang taken from
a donkey. She apparently could not hdp heddf. | wonder
whether shewaskilled at once? Our heartsturned toice

"The gendarme who was accompanying us tod us he had
sen a caravan of 3000 women and children who were being
taken from Mama Chatun, near Erzerum, to Kemagh Boghasy.
'All that came are dead, he said. We asked: 'But why were they
compdled tosuffer solong before? Why did they nat kill themin

thar own villages? Answer: 'That was the right way to do.
They mug fird be made misrable, and what would we a
with thebodies? They would smdl.”

"Our people told us that in the preceding night 10
Armenians had been shat, (those werethe shots | had heard,)
and that now the dvilians were on the hunt. We saw them
hurrying about with guns We saw two of them stting under
a tree dividing the dathing of one of the unfortunates They
were halding up a pair of blue trousers We saw puddles of
blood, the corpses had been done away with. These were the
250 of whom the man had tdd us We met some of these
workers who had previoudy done thar duty. They were
divided into three sections. 1-Modems, 2-Greeks, 3—
Armenians. Near the lag section there were some officers
Our young 'Hason' called: ‘They will all bekilled.

Lined Up to Be Slain.

“We continued on up the dde of a mountain. Our
coachman, with his whip, painted into the valley and we saw
how 400 people were beng placed againg the edge of a low
piece of ground. We knew what was to happen. Two days
before we had seen the same tragedy, the bayones of the
soldiers gleaming in the sunshine. In the Misson Hospital we
spoke with a man who had escaped with his life One
hundred Armenians were to be killed; 10 gendarmes used
their guns The remainder of the tak was completed by
Maodems with knives and sones. Ten Armenians escaped.
The man with whom we spoke had a dreadful wound in his
neck, and suddenly became unconscious but came to and
dragged himsdf to Svasin twodays

"Twedve hoursfrom Svas we spent the night in a house
bdonging to the Government. For a long time a gendarme
st before our door and sang continually, 'Ermeniery, hep
kediler! (The Armenians are al dead,) and in the
neighboring room there was a tdegphone conversation to the
sameeffect.

"Wewere compdled to spend one night in an Armenian
house where the women had jus recaved word of the death
of their hushands It was dreadful to hear ther lamenting.
Without avail we tried to comfort them. 'Cannaot your Kaisr
hep? they sreamed. Our gendarme saw our misery and
said: 'Thar screaming annoys you. | will gop it,' but ligened
to us when we spoke to him and told him nat to dare sop
them. He seemed to enjoy showing us and tdling us dreadful
things He kept saying to his assistant: '"Now we are killing
the Armenians, then the Greeks then the Kurds' and |
uppoe he would have enjoyed saying, 'And then the
grangers’ Our poor Gresk coachman had to take many an
inault. The gendarmes would say to him, 'Look down there
in thepit; therearesome Greskstoo.” "
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